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CHAPTER   XX.

1846-47.

THE summer of 1846 was passed by us at Burnham Beeches,

__that is to say, the first portion of it.    Down to the end of

July the weather was warmer than common; many guests
coming at intervals to enjoy our rural retreat and escape the
heat of London. The Misses Maberly, Mr. Eogers (the poet),
the Marquis of Lansdowne, Mr. Senior, Mr. Henry Eeeve,
Mr. Charles Greyille, Dr. Hawtrey, Mr. Alexander Bain
(a young Scotch student of Aberdeen, introduced to Mr. Grote
by J/S. Mill), Mr. Edward Lewin, and a few more were
among the number.

Grote never deviated from his system of daily labour; he
retired after breakfasting at 9 A.M., to his library, whence
he rarely emerged until the afternoon hours. His guests
always respected his studious ways, and accepted the pleasure
of his company with all the more relish, since it was limited
in its measure.

My young family absorbed much of my time and atten-
tion; but I did not fail to lend my best faculties to Grote's
literary work, when he would do me the honour to ask my
assistance and opinion. My endeavours were chiefly directed
to relieving him of all obligations of a business kincl, so
that he absolutely enjoyed the leisure of a u lodger " in his
own establishment, whilst exercising a general authority over
its course as the lawful head.

At the end of July, Grote and I set forth upon an excursion
to Normandy, the chief object of which was to pay a visit to
M. Alexis de Tocqueville and his lady, at their chateau,
situate near Barfleur, on the extreme north of the peninsula.
lie took our open carriage over, via Dieppe, and posted my love.
